
From Mother Marilyn 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I was encouraged recently to read a book which has become something of a spiritual classic: The Pursuit of God: the Hu-
man Thirst for the Divine, by A. W. Tozer.  It is one of those books which has to be read slowly and pondered deeply – 
I’ve read the first chapters several times and am not even finished yet with the rest.  Yet I am caught with the thesis of the 
book: "It is not mere words that nourish the soul, but God Himself, and unless and until the hearers find God in personal 
experience they are not the better for having heard the truth.  The Bible is not an end in itself, but a means to bring men 
[and women] to an intimate and satisfying knowledge of God, that they may enter into Him, that they may delight in His 
Presence, may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God Himself in the core and center of their hearts." (p.9) 
Tozer talks about such seekers as "children of the burning heart," those who have found God and yet still pursue Him, 
knowing there is more, and more, to find. 
 
As we approach Lent this year, I am hoping that most of us, if not all, will be such seekers after God, spending time and 
prayer and worship with that focus.  We will be using a study guide called The Purpose Driven Life, by Rick Warren, 
which has forty days of reading and listening, both individually and in small groups.  Some of you may be able to meet 
together in homes during the week.  Others will meet on Sunday mornings.  I believe it will be a real blessing for all of us. 
 
In his introduction, the author says, "This is more than a book; it is a guide to a 40-day spiritual journey that will enable 
you to discover the answer to life’s most important question: What on earth am I here for?  By the end of this journey you 
will know God’s purpose for your life and will understand the big picture – how all the pieces of your life fit together.  
Having this perspective will reduce your stress, simplify your decisions, increase your satisfaction, and, most important, 
prepare you for eternity." 
 
I hope that one of the outcomes of this journey of "purpose" will be to help us clarify, not only our individual purpose, but 
also God’s purpose for St. Martin.  The Vestry and Search Committee met with Bishop O’Neill on January 15 to make 
my appointment as priest-in-charge of St. Martin official.  As he talked with us about setting goals and looking ahead, it 
was obvious that he has a deep faith that God is at work in us and in this diocese and in the Episcopal Church.  He has 
seen so much of the presence and work of God as he has traveled around the state, and his hope is that we too will recog-
nize and celebrate what God is doing.  He has a tremendous heart for youth, a pastoral concern for parishes – especially 
those in transition.  We are truly blessed to have his presence and care for St. Martin.  He also told us that the Rev. Lou 
Blanchard will be our missioner now that John Johansenn has left, so we will have much support as we move forward. 
 
During that period of "priest-in-charge," Bishop Rob suggests that together we set two or three goals that will make a sig-
nificant impact on our life together.  The Search Committee has agreed to work with the Vestry to name some of these 
goals, and we are hopeful that everyone will be thinking, praying, making suggestions, and helping in the process of dis-
cerning what God is calling us to do. 
 
Please join me in praying that God will give us listening hearts, fill us with the hope that relies on His faithfulness, and 
draw us ever closer to "taste and know that inner sweetness" of His presence in our hearts. 
 
                                                 In Christ’s love, 
                                                           Mother Marilyn+ 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Vestry Meeting Highlights 
Tuesday, January 6, 2004 

 
Members in attendance:  Kathy Christy, Mark Johnson, Missi Kern, Jane Owens, Bruce Raymond, Sue 
Richardson, Chris Thompson, Boone Williams, Joey Wolf, Mother Marilyn Schneider. Guests in attendance:  
Sherry Blaser (Parish Bookkeeper), Mike Blaser (Parish Treasurer). 
 
Mother Marilyn opened the meeting with prayer.   The minutes of the meetings of December 2, 2003 and De-
cember 18, 2003 were approved. 

 
Marilyn informed the Vestry of a planned meeting with the Bishop, Rob O’Neill, on Thursday, December 15, 
2004.  The Search Committee will also attend. 
 
The Vestry members discussed preparations for the Annual Meeting coming up on Sunday, December 18.  The 
group determined that there are 113 adult members of the parish, and that a voting quorum will require 20% of 
the membership (23 people) or 50, whichever is less.  Current candidates for the Vestry include Milt Cowan, 
Dave Dooley, Jane Owens, Sue Richardson, and Boone Williams. 
 
Calvary Church has ceased using our facilities and has declined to make the past-due payment.  Marilyn will 
contact them again to get their keys. 

 
The group agreed to “Build the Kingdom!” as our theme for the 2004 year focusing on stewardship of time and 
talent.  This effort will require more development under the new Vestry.  
 
Mark discussed the 2003 financial results.  The parish ended the year with almost $10K in the bank, and was 
also able to make its 10% pledge to the Diocese and a third (quarterly) loan payment.  Pledge receipts were 
$104K against a budget of $120K.  The 2003 actual results were accepted and approved. 
 
We currently have 42 pledging units for a total of $81,140.  We are aware there are still some pledges that 
have not been returned.  Vestry members then began a detailed, line-by- line review of the proposed 2004 
budget, with a balanced budget as the agreed-upon goal.  A final balanced budget of $115K was the result.  
Vestry members agreed that the budget would be reviewed again in June 2004, and that it needs to find other 
ways to encourage stewardship throughout the year. 

 
After discussion, the Vestry agreed that the schedule of two services each Sunday shall be reinstituted begin-
ning January 25.   
 
The meeting adjourned with a prayer at 10:45 PM.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Jane Owens, Clerk 
January 6, 2004 
 

 



Vestry Meeting Highlights 
Thursday, December 18, 2003 

 
Members in attendance:  Kathy Christy, Mark Johnson, Missi Kern, Jane Owens, Bruce Raymond, Sue 
Richardson, Chris Thompson, Mother Marilyn Schneider.  
 
Mother Marilyn opened the meeting with a reflection.    

 
As of December 18, there have been 31 pledges for 2004.  A number of member households have not re-
newed their pledge; they will be contacted by Vestry members.  Current pledges include 7-10 new house-
holds. 
 
Mother Marilyn reported on her meeting with Bishop O’Neill to discuss the situation at St. Martins, and pre-
sented some of the options discussed.  Because of the current situation at the Diocese, returning to mission 
status was not a viable option.  The best option appeared to be that the Bishop appoint Marilyn as the “priest-
in-charge” which would allow us to stabilize and move forward (in her role as Rector rather than as interim) 
before continuing with the search process.   
 
Marilyn left the meeting as this option was discussed.  Although continuing with the search process was the 
preferred course, the current situation (reduction in membership and pledge units, uncertainty in diocesan 
and national churches) called for a different response.  The Vestry decided to offer Marilyn a position as 
“priest-in-charge” for a period of up to two years, and the current search process will be canceled.  Marilyn 
was then recalled into the meeting, and accepted the position enthusiastically.  Details will be worked out 
later with the Bishop, Marilyn, and the Vestry at a meeting to be arranged in January.  
 
The Vestry decided to provide an abbreviated version of each meeting’s minutes for the monthly newsletter 
and maintain a binder in the church with the detailed minutes.  Both the Vestry meetings and the Vestry min-
utes are open to members. 
 
Beginning December 28 and through the Annual Meeting on January 18, there will be only one Sunday ser-
vice.  The Vestry will reevaluate the situation in January and decide whether to remain at one service or re-
turn to two. 
 
The meeting adjourned with a prayer at 9:30 PM.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jane Owens, Clerk 



Greetings and blessings from Berkeley, home of the 60 degree Christmas! 
 
Spring's on its way here, the first term is over, and Ron and I are missing all of you, our friends in Colorado.  So I thought I'd 
write and give an update.  We are still recuperating from a hectic end of term and Christmas season.  For the last week of finals 
and papers due took a different hue than I had expected.  On Sunday, December 7, my father died; his death was sudden and un-
expected.  My mother is now on her own for the first time in her life; she would welcome your prayers.  She and my father cele-
brated their 55th Anniversary this fall, so this is quite an adjustment for her.  I had to leave school for the last week of the term to 
go to Ohio for the funeral.  When I got back, I had to make up the finals and papers that were pending when I left, and that made 
a rush to get done before Christmas.  But, Ron and I really wanted to visit Praveen and Veena Bunyan, our former priest, in 
Newport Beach.  So we scurried and got everything done.  We spent several wonderful days in southern California basking in the 
joy of being with friends.  
 
On Christmas Eve, we got home from Newport Beach and found so many cards, e-mails and gifts from our friends that I had to 
thank and praise God for giving us so many wonderful people to know and love!  Among the waiting packages was a box of bis-
cotti from Colorado-- I can't tell you how great it was to wake up Christmas morning and to have a cup of coffee with home-
made, mouth-watering, biscotti, and then a breakfast burrito made with Veena's incredibly delicious lemon rice. Yum!!  We defi-
nitely felt it was food from heaven.  It took away some of our homesickness and gave us that 'virtual pat' that says, "All is well." 
 
All is well, too, though it seems awfully hectic and anxiety-ridden at times.  Ron's job continues to go very well, and he has 
many friends-- human and doggie-- here at Berkeley.  We love the weather and the views of the bay and the ocean, and of 
course, walks on the beaches can't be beat.  The eucalyptus trees give us a heady lift whenever we get a whiff, the orchids bloom 
most of the year, and now we know that just over an hour down the highway we can see groves of orange trees that go on for 
miles.  We are so well off I feel that we have no right to want to be home.  And yet . . .  
 
Truthfully, the most "at home" we have felt was visiting Praveen and Veena, and then going to the Christmas Day service at San 
Quentin.  It was the first time we have been cleared to go into the prison, so it was our first time in a prison in California.  San 
Quentin is right on the bay, and it is the oldest prison facility in the country.  The gates are old-fashioned welded bars, and they 
look like they weigh a ton.  The men say the cells are very small, drab, crowded and uncomfortable.  There are 600 men on 
death-row in San Quentin alone; and yet, there is a courtyard with a Bird of Paradise plant, a rose garden, heather and palm trees-
- it's beautiful!  The chapel is simple but comfortable, and on Christmas Day, the singing truly sparkled, and seemed joined by 
the angels of heaven.  We worshiped with a peace and joy that is rare and that we will treasure always.  
 
Christmas Day, as every Christmas Day since 1974, we watched "It's a Wonderful Life."  It is a wonderful life, for we have 
friends like you! 
 
The next week I had two CPE (clinical pastoral education) Interviews for a summer position, and was fortunate to have a pos i-
tion offered during the first interview.  They are highly competitive positions, so I was very glad to have that concern taken 
away!  We then cleaned up from the first term, got Ron ready for Haiti, and splurged by going out to watch a movie-- Master and 
Commander.  We loved it!  Of course, we are Patrick O'Brien fanatics, and love the sea.  Even so, we think that quite objectively 
it is a terrific movie.  
Then, back to reality -- I spent this week in a class entitled "Sexual Violations in the Church." Ugh.  What a shame there is so 
much to cover.  As one of my friends said, "What are we getting into!  I don't think I want to be a part of this!"  But of course, we 
will regain perspective and just try to make the environment we're in healthier.  Even so, it is discouraging to consider the harm 
done in the name of the Lord. 
 
Sunday Ron leaves for Haiti, and tomorrow he has a Kairos (prison ministry at San Quentin) meeting.  So, soon I will be on my 
own with Grover for a while.  I'm planning to sleep in, to mosey, and to finally put away the books and papers from the first 
term.  Then I'll take a class on Native American Spirituality and Christianity, and end with a class on creativity and ministry. And 
that brings me to February and the start of the Spring Term.  I'll keep you posted! 
 
Oh, yes -- the rains are here, so the orchids are beginning to bloom and the hills are turning that bright clean green of spring.  It's 
beautiful! 
 
Many thanks and blessings, and best wishes for a Blessed and Happy New Year!  Please let me know how you are, when you get 
a chance.  I'll be rooting long-distance for the Av's! 
 
All our love, 
Janet -- and Ron, with a passing lick from Grover, too! 



A Biography of a Tree 
  
One year of teaching I was on a team with three other teachers – math, science, and language arts. I was social stud-
ies. We were a good team and were dismayed to learn that our language arts teacher would not be with us the next 
year. She was planning to move back to her home area with her husband to be. She was going up one weekend to 
make plans for the move, and we all teased her about bringing back something for us. She was going to be moving to 
Humboldt County in California, which, among other things, produces a major crop of marijuana. It is probably their 
most profitable crop - illegal but profitable. 
  
The next Wednesday meeting she had our presents. She had plastic containers with something green in them. Be-
cause she had been in Humboldt County the thought flashed through my mind that it might be…but it wasn’t, of 
course. What she had brought each of us was an infant redwood tree complete with directions for growing it and di-
rections as to how to recycle the plastic container it came in.  
  
I am not much of a gardener, but right away I planted the little three-inch high seedling in a large pot on my patio. In 
reading the accompanying literature I was amazed to learn that this tiny green bit of life was already three to four 
years old!  Talk about a slow start, and yet it has the potential to be alive and flourishing two thousand years from 
now.  
  
I have been to the redwoods and I have seen and read about trees now living that may have been the size of my little 
tree when Jesus walked this earth.  
  
 I like to think of our Christian faith as being like an ancient redwood tree. It’s a good 2,000 years old with its roots 
sunk into the past. It grows slowly but weathers the storms. 
  
I have seen a cross section of redwood and the rings that tell its story. During the years of drought the rings are close 
together. The tree grew little and saved its energy just to live. For the years of fire there are scars. In the good years 
when conditions were right, it flourished, branched out, and grew reaching even further towards the sun.  
  
The heritage of our Christian faith is much like that. There were good years when Christianity grew. There were also 
years of droughts and fires and our faith used its energy just to stay alive. It seems to me that it survived in the same 
way the redwood tree has – slowly but surely.  
  
As we live our life within our faith there are times when we want it all to stay the same. We get tired of change and 
new ideas to learn and accept. And yet we all know that it must happen that way. Refusal to change and adapt will 
most certain ly lead to death. 
  
But what about the changes that we want and we want them now! Why can’t the rest of the world see that this is the 
right way to go? What’s wrong with them?  It is so frustrating!  
  
The mighty redwood knows the answer. Too great a change too quickly made might weaken the tree and in the next 
storm it might break apart. No one wants that. 
  
Whether it’s in our lives or in our church, we constantly have to make the choices between growth, change, and 
safety. No one of those is greater than the other. To look to the Creator of all life from the mighty redwood to the tiny 
ladybug may be our only answer. 
  
Heavenly Creator of all life and all that is, help us to know when to push forward and when to rest quietly.  You have 
given us a mighty and glorious faith. Help us to both nourish it and see its beauty in peace.    Amen 
  
Pam Rice 
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February 
Birthdays  

Mark Johnson  2 

Roley Greer  4 

Margaret Lisecki  8 

Celina Greer  8 

Joan Smith-Lawrence  9 

Joanne Shewey 11 

Mike Blaser 13 

Michelle Raymond 20 

Justine Owens 20 

Sam Columna 22 

Jay Johnson 23 

Tamie Fahey 23 

Dave Dooley 26 

Heather Williams  29 

Jason Christy 29 

February Anniversaries 
Lee & Kathy Christy  2 

Chris & Mellisa McSherry  29 

Dear Friends of Operation Love, Inc. 
 
             Christmas distributions was a great success thanks to the generosity, volunteers, and the Christmas spirit.  Thank 
you New Hope Community Church for your loving hospitality in letting us use you sanctuary.  Gifts provided from  lov-
ing trees  at Holy Love, St. Marks, and St. Martin-on-the-Fields added to the festive occasion. 
 
          To all the people that bought gifts we thank you from our hearts.  Many Angels  donated   toys throughout the 
year as well which made  distributions a success.  Over 500 children were able to wake up Christmas morning with 
Christmas gifts.  Seeing their faces would have been a real treat for all of us. 
 
          We helped 148 families with Christmas and some adults were able to shop for items that were also donations 
throughout the year.  All the volunteers that helped, shopping, wrapping, greeting, praying, you deserve a thousand hugs.  
We, also, were able to provide 65 families (95 adults and 97 children ) with Christmas food boxes.  
 
Thanks from Santa and Jesus, 
Operation Love, Inc. 
Chuck, Nadine and Tim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following persons are available for your prayer requests.  You may call any 
one of them and they will initiate your call to the group, to those participating in 
the e-mail prayer chain, and to the church office to be placed in the Prayers of the 
People on Sunday.  Prayer Chain members have agreed to confidentiality; you may 
share as little as the first name of the person for whom you are requesting prayer or 
you may make it as detailed as you like.  First names only will be submitted to the 
Prayers of the People unless you request they NOT be shared.  Your prayer re-
quests will be honored for thirty days at which time you may resubmit your re-
quest.  Unless it is an emergency request, please make your calls after 8am and be-
fore 8pm.  Those names denoted with an * are best reached in the evening. 
 
Jo Cunningham*;  Sharon Hoidahl; Wayne Kern*; Lorna Mayfield; Cynthia Ober-
meyer*; Bruce Raymond; and Georgia Reissig.  
 
Please find Prayer Chain list with phone numbers on table in Narthex to keep. 

 
 
 
 
 

February 25th - 7:00 PM 
 

Ministry Volunteers needed. 
Torches, Crucifer, Lector, Chalice ministers, ushers. 

If you are attending on Ash Wednesday,  
please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex. 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 

St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
4740 S BUCKLEY 

AURORA, CO  80015-1831 

St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
Episcopal Church 

4740 S. Buckley Road 
Aurora, Colorado 80015 

303-693-8872 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Eucharist Services 

8:30 & 10:45 AM 
Christian Education 

9:45 AM 
 

e-mail: 
office@st-martins.net 

Parish Web Site: 
www.st-martins.net 

St. Martin Prayer Chain: 
prayer@st-martins.net 

 

The Mission 
Submissions may be made to office@st-martins.net.  The 
deadline for newsletter articles is no later than the 15th of 
the preceding month.   Many thanks to all who assist in 
newsletter production and mailing.  

  Vestry Members : 
Chris Thompson, Sr. Warden 

Alan Engels, Jr. Warden 
Mike Blaser, Treasurer 

Kathy Christy 
Missy Kern 

Cynthia Obermeyer 
Jane Owens 

Bruce Raymond 
Georgia Reissig  
Sue Richardson 

Bryan Shallanberger 
Boone Williams  

 
* * * *  

St. Martin Staff:  
 

Priest-in-Charge, 
Pastor Marilyn Schneider 
Secretary, Margie Reck 

Music Director, Georgia Reissig  
Office Hours 

  10 a.m. to   3 p.m. 
Tuesday - Friday 

 
elcome to the first edition of The Mission 
online.  If you know of someone who you 

believe should be added for this on-line service, please 
notify office@st-martins.net . 
 

Parish Life 
 

As the new chairperson for Parish Life ministry, Kathy 
Christy is inviting everyone who would like to help in 
the planning of future social events to come to a meet-
ing scheduled for Monday, February 16th, at 7:00 PM 
in the Conference Room. 
 

This will be a great time to help make plans 
for casual events, when parishioners  
will be able to get better acquainted! 


