- THE MISSION:

ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS MARCH, 2004

('The Purpose of St. Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church is to help people be transformed, gitied, called, equipped)
and sent into ministry bv Christ in the context of a caring comminity of celehration.”

Dear Friends,

Y ears ago, when | wasfirst an Episcopalian, | found it difficult to understand how one could program a season of repentance and
reflection every year. Our youth minister then, alife-long Episcopalian, said that for him, the changing seasons of the church year
provided arhythm to hislife, and he found great value in entering into the particular spirituality evoked by the scriptures and the fo-
cus of worship as the year changed. | have since found real blessing in letting each season draw me deeper into the life of Christ. |
hope you will too.

Itismy hopethat all of uswill take advantage of the opportunity thisyear to participatein "aholy Lent." Itisn’t easy, in the midst
of everyone’ stoo-busy life, to make the time to step back from the busyness and spend time with the Lord, but making that choice
can be a powerful differencein your life. Some ways to do that — traditional Lenten disciplines— are giving something up, a personal
sacrifice that reminds us of what Jesus has done for us; adding a spiritual — or practical — practice, such asreading the Bible each day
(there are, | understand, good suggestions on the I nternet); reading a book which invites you to grow in faith (any book by Henri
Nouen, Max Lucado — we have good books in our church library, too); joining a study group (pick up Purpose Driven Life or Be-
yond Beliefand join any of our groups meeting on Wed. noon, Thurs, Sat., and Sun. a.m.; doing an outreach or service project.

Many people choose to fast during Lent, and there are several waysto do this besides totally abstaining from food (please be sure to
drink plenty of water in any case). Light mealsfor breakfast and lunch with a healthy meal at dinner. No breakfast or lunch on Fri-
days— no meat on Friday. Wednesdays are also often observed as fast days during Lent. Be sure not to endanger your health,
though. The purpose of such fasting is to deepen your awareness of God, to give your spirit more freedom, to give you extratime for
prayer and reflection.

The New Zealand Prayer Book has some beautiful prayers and suggested readings for Lent. | hope they will be meaningful to you.
Those for Ash Wednesday are as follows:

Self denial:
Sentence: "Examine me O God and know my heart, test me and discover my thoughts, and lead mein the way everlasting.” Psalm
139:23,24

Collects: Readings:

Jesus, holy and strong, Psalms 51 and 6

by your fasting and temptation teach us self-denial;

control and discipline us, 1. Isaiah 58:1-%

that we may learn to obey. 1 Cor. 9:24-27
Matt. 16:21-27

Almighty and merciful God,

you hate nothing that you have made 2. Jonah 3

and forgive the sins of all who are penitent, James 1:19-27

createin us new and contrite hearts, Matt. 6:16-24

so that when we turn to you and confess our sins
we may receive your full and perfect forgiveness
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

God of the desert, as we follow Jesus into the unknown,
may we recognize the tempter when he comes;

let it be your bread we eat,

your world we serve and you alone we worship.

May God bless you and fill you with hislight and love thisholy Lent— Mother Marilyn



Vestry Meeting Highlights
Tuesday, February 3, 2004

Membersin attendance: Missi Kern, Cynthia Obermeyer, Jane Owens, Bruce Raymond, Georgia Reissig, Sue
Richardson, Bryan Schallanberger, Chris Thompson, Boone Williams.

Chris opened the meeting with a brief prayer.
The minutes of the January 6, 2004 meeting were approved after corrections to some dates.

Chris reported that Bishop Rob O'Neill had provided him with a sample contract for a Priest-in-Charge. This
is the contract that must be executed between St. Martin’s and Mother Marilyn Schneider. Chris, Missi, Geor-
gia, and Mike Blaser will review the sample and provide comments.

Chris reported that Marilyn had obtained rates from Bear Trap Ranch for the Vestry Retreat during the week-
end of March 57, 2004. As in the past, funds are not designated in the St. Martin budget for this retreat, and
individual Vestry members pay their own expenses. Mother Marilyn has asked Joey Wolf to facilitate the re-
treat.

Chris reminded Vestry members to make their time pledges if they haven't aready done so. With Georgia's
assistance, Sue will act as “Mason” to create the building blocks that will be visible evidence of our progress
in meeting pledges and “building the kingdom.”

Georgia and Cynthia will work together to create a wish list of supplies needed by St. Martin’s, which will be
posted in the narthex in the hope that parishioners will donate the needed items.

Chris noted that January expenses of $8500 exceeded January income of $6900, probably as a reflection of
2003 expenses carried into 2004, or perhaps large one-time paymerts for services or equipment that occur at
the beginning of the fiscal year.

On Friday, January 30", both thermostats in the rallway were left turned up and the doors to the sanctuary
were left open, so the furnace ran continuously during the night trying to heat the sanctuary. Alan will prepare

achecklist of ‘closing’ tasks to be posted on the east door in an effort to remind people of what they need to do
before leaving.

The meeting adjourned with a prayer at 9:15 PM. The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 2",

Respectfully Submitted,

Jane Owens, Clerk
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COMING EVENTS

Youth Alpha
Begins Sunday March 7" 4:03 - 6:03 PM
Each Sunday through Lent.

For info? Contact Boone

30-Hour Famine
Saturday March 13™ 9:00 am through Sunday March 14™ 11:00 am

Thisisalock-in activity for middlie & high school youth.
Pick up your pledge forms and registration today.
Info? Contact Bruce or Michelle

Quest 2K4: Imagine!
April 30—May 2, 2004
Frontier Ranch, Buena Vista, CO

Applications will be available soon. Set the dates aside now and start
saving for the fee! This weekend is run by the Diocese of Colorado.
A great weekend to meet other kids from parishes
from al around Colorado.

XATE,

e T Ry P

Jo Cunningham*; Sharon Hoidahl; Wayne
Kern*; Lorna Mayfield; Cynthia Obermeyer*;

Bruce Raymond; and Georgia Reissig. information.

March
Birthdays

Sue Richardson
James L aginess
Jackson Hosman
Bob Williams
Terry Barbour
Rebecca Shallanberger
Andrew Tung
John Cunningham
Jack Eldred
Ann Shallanberger
Louise Barbour
Dalton London
Joni Graeber
Milt Cowan
Heather Tung
Brandon Kern
Carolyn Twardy
Kelly Steber
Nicole Skinner

Sherry Blaser

12

21
21
21
23
23
24

28

LENTEN STUDY Wednesdays in March

A daytime Lenten Study on the book Beyond Belief by Elaine Pagels
is being offered by Sharon Haidahl. Meet at the church from noon -
1:00 PM, on Wednesdays beginning March 3rd through 31st. Partici-
pants are welcome to bring their lunch. Participants should read the
introduction and first chapter prior to the first sesson. Call Sharon for

Reminder: If you order your books from Amazon, or locally from Tat-

You can pick up a Prayer Chain ligt with tered Cover, by using our web site, St. Martin will receive areferra

phone numberson tablein Narthex..

fee. Amazon ships to you, Tattered cover can ship, or you can buy

You may cal any one of them and they will online and then pick it up a one of the stores. Aslong asyou pay for
initiate your call to the group, to those partici- it online the credit goesto St. Martin. To buy through our site, go to

pating in the email prayer chain, and to the www.st-martins.net - Click on Bookstore - Click on the Amazon or
church office to be placed in the Prayers of the f[he T_attered Cover Logo - Buy the boc_)k as normal. Aslong asyou go
People on Sunday.  Those names denoted with| 1N USing the logos on the St. Martin’s site - anything you buy sends a

an * are best reached in the evening. referral feeto S. Martin,




Vestry Members:
Bruce Raymond, S. Warden
Alan Engels, Jr. Warden
Mike Blaser, Treasurer
Kathy Christy
Missy Kern
Cynthia Obermeyer
Jane Owens
Georgia Reissig
Sue Richardson
Bryan Shallanberger
Boone Williams

* k% % %

St Martin Staff:

Priest-in-Charge,

Pastor Marilyn Schneider
Secretary, Margie Reck
Music Director, Georgia Reissig
Office Hours
10am.to 3p.m.
Tuesday - Friday

The Mission
Submissions may be made to office@st-martins.net. The
deadline for newdetter articlesis no later than the 15th of
the preceding month.  Many thanks to all who assist in
newsdletter production and mailing.

W elcometo this electronic edition of The Mission.

If you know of someone who you believe should be
added for this on-line service, please notify office@st-martins.
net .

St. Martin-in-the-Fields
Episcopal Church
4740 S. Buckley Road
Aurora, Colorado 80015
303-693-8872

i
Eaite

Holy Eucharist Services
8:30 & 10:45 AM
Christian Education
9:45 AM

e-mail:
office@st-martins.net
Parish Web Site:
www.st-martins.net
St. Martin Prayer Chain:
prayer @st-martins.net

Parish Life

COFFEE HOST / HOSTESSHELP
NEEDED !!
Please sign up to host coffee on Sunday. Sign-up
sheet is on wall in Narthex.

A Supplies Needed sheet is on bulletin board in
the kitchen. Thank you for your contribution of

supplies.
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